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Emergency Intubation in the Ambulance Checklist 

**** CALL THE CONSULTANT ON SPEAKER PHONE/VIDEO CALL AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY*** 

Ask driver to stop ambulance in a safe place  
Review need for Intubation -> Is it really required? 

• Review DOPE for cause of desaturation in already intubated baby 
(Dislodgement/Obstruction/Pneumothorax (pneumothorax equipment box located in cupboard 
at back of ambulance)/Equipment) 

• Can the baby be managed on escalation of non-invasive ventilation 
• Can an iGel be used as an alternative to intubation? 

 

Intubation required-> Set up 
Ventilate the baby with mask or iGel 

• Remember Bag Valve Mask/iGel (without gas supply attached) can be used if delay in setting up 
neopuff/rPAP/iPuff 

 

Use intubation drugs if able (dose banding table on reverse)  
Suction ready to be used   
Equipment (found in the blue pouch of the emergency bag) set up in a tray and placed on pull out drawer;  

• Laryngoscope/video laryngoscope 
• ETT tube (one appropriate size, and one size below- see BAPM airway table below) 
• Introducer 
• ETCO2 detector 
• Neofit 

 

Position of baby 
• Open end of transport incubator and pull out tray 
• Intubator position- kneel or sit 
• Consider neck roll 

 

NG/OG in situ and stomach emptied  
ECG and sats probe secure  
Intubation-> Team roles 
SPR/ANNP: 

• Airway management  
• Intubator 

Nurse: 
• Give drugs 
• Pass equipment 

Driver: 
• Aspirate NG/OG 
• Alert team if sats < 80%, HR < 100 

 

Unsuccessful intubation? 
• Do not have repeated attempts if unsuccessful 
• Consider use of iGel 
• Neopuff to maintain saturations  
• Consultant to consider emergency transfer to scene to assist 
• Use videolaryngoscope if available and not used previously 
• Difficult airway box 
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Intubation drug dose banding: 

 

Calculated dose 
(milligrams) 


